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next Body of Chriſtians that comes in their way 


Zion, and ſhould judge of it only from the practice 
of its profeſſors, be tempted to believe, either 


Lube. 1 1. 


17. 


te they have been ſo forward and eager in 


Jjoyning Union, or that thoſe who would be 


Were ende auouring to bring it to Deſolation? 


rat. OF" 
[I art from the Eſtabliſh d Church, und joyn 
yn Fob as the humour takes 8 


And now would not any one, that is unac. 
quainted with the precepts of our Holy Reli. 


that there were no Commands in the Goſpel en- 


thought the moſt Zealous aſſertors of the King - 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt were really its gteateſt ene · 
mys, and ſuch as by dividing it againſt it [ef, 


Now if we examine upon what grounds and 


their oppofition to the Church Eftabliſh'd, and 
why they have ſeperated themſelves from it; we 
ſhall find, that pretences to purer Ordinances 
and a more ſpiritual way of Worſhip; to better 
Teaching and greater Edification, have always 
had a great ſtreſs lain upon them, and are, with 
very many, the top and bottom of all the pleas 
they alledge for their dividing from us. Accord. 
ing to the Principles of theſe men then, we muſt 


9 ſuppoſe it to be their opinion, that ſuch paſſio- 


are certain marks of a 
5 Mint and —— if e more aß. || 11 


nate deſires of greater purity and better teaching, If 
Spiritnel;and not a Carr 


fectiona te 


1 3 1 £ 

#eftiotiats 6 Man Gin their 
language) than Paul, they muſt (eſteem that 
perſon, not only 3 but highly com 
— , who ſhould be ſo — of his fal- 
vation, as to follow the beſt teaching, tho at the 
expence -of Peace and Unity. But alaſs! if we 
will allow of the Judgment of an Apoſtle, in 


ſpir d by the Spirit of Truth, this is quite other- i 


kr: and he will tell us that Ervy,. and Strife, 
and then more eſpecially Divijſions, upon account 
of our Teachers, are — — and undenyable 
marks of a Carnal mind, of an ignorant zeal and 
ill grounded warmth; he will aſſure us, that 
thofs who fall into Envy, and Strife, and Separa- 
tion, upon this pretence, are only Babes in 
Chr iſt, or ſuch as having advanc d no farther 
than the very firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, are 
utter ſtrangers to the general nature and ten- 
dency of it, For.ye are yet carmel, for men 
there is among you Sc. 


1 ſhall diſcourſe nu theſs wo words in the el. 


8 2 a hee 
= ſhall ew, „ 


I. What are theDivifions here Ts of,: and the 


occafions of them. 
II. How far they may be urg d againſt our pre- 
a Mane a Separation 6 
3 . III. That 
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ah her 
ſpoken of, andthe occaſions of them! v 
Theſe will moſt evidently appear from co 

fidering the drift and cope of the” "Apoſtles di. 
ſcourſe in this and the fore; pre rs; from 
hence e may gather, that the Envyir 85, Strifes 
and Divifiens mention d in the hs t, did not 
break the Church into differe t and oppoſite 
Communions: tho they cauſed the Corinthians 
to rank themſel ves under their ſeveral Teachers, 
as ſd many Heads or Leaders, into different Par- 
ties, each of which valu'd themſelves upon their 
being the Diſciples and Followers of ſuch orfuch 
a Teacher, and deſpis d ſuch as they ſuppos d to be 
under Paſtors of meaner abilities than their own. 
"Theſe were the Diviſions: and the ocraſſon of 
them was their preferring one Doctor or Teacher 
to the depreſſing and deſpiſing of others; be- 
- one was a more eloquent or moving (or 
as the modern phraſe i: 2 ul Preacher 
than the reſt. (19143 10 e169; 

- Tis plain that theſe Corinthians We 


ere not 41 


dy rake into diſtinct and * Communiens; 
4, - becauſe 


0 ; * 


CS” 


3 
ſe 


pos — - of G0. 


away difeiples after 


itnmiediately aſter mentioning 
that were among them; the Apoſtle tells us c. uin, 
what theſe were, Viz. every one of them ſai 


10 5 4. 


ſtantly ſpeals to then as one Communion from 


the beginning to the end of it. Neither does he 


charge them with breaking the Unity of the 
Church, or blame their Teachers — 2 
| em: but ſeems rather 
lay the blame of the Strifes and Diviſions he con- 
demns, upon the Peoples ſetting up their Teachers 
as heads of Parties and Factions. Tis indeed 
highly Probable, that they made up ſeveral Con- 


gregations, tho they were ſtill United in one and 
the ſame Communion: and this Union, the Di- 
viſions and Parties that were found among them, 
od have broken and con- 


would in all likelyhe 
founded; and therefore the Apoſtle thought the 
putting A ſtop t to them worth n 1 and ear- 


leſt care 


w that the eg, and Strife; A Divi: 


* 1 * 


Jetons ofithe Cvrintnianshad their riſe andoccafion 


from that Emulation they run into upon account 
of their Teachers; is manifeſt from ſeveral ex- 
preſſions in the firſt part of this Epiſtle: thus 


the Contentions 


* 1 py” and 4 of Apotlos , and 1 Ge. 
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of 1 
the reaſon why St Paul ſays, they. werecarnal 
is, becauſe there were ſuch diviſions among them, 
which Diviſions conſiſted in this, that o ad 
Jam of Paul, and another I am of Apollos, one 
preferring this Teacher, and another that, or as 
che afterwards expreſſes it hey mere pufſed up 
for one againſt another. And tis obſervable, — 
there is no mention made of any other cauſe of 
theſe Enuxings, Strifes, and Diviſions but onl y 
this partial fondneſs for their own Teachers: as 
will evidently appear to.any one that, reads the 
four firſt Chapters of this Epiſtle. 
This then being the only occafion of the Heats | 
and Diviſions which at this time diſturbd the 
Church of Corinth, viz. their overvaluing each 
their own proper Teachers, as men of more emi- 
nent gifts, and ſuch as they might expect better 
means of Edification from, than they could en- 
joy under others; neither the Diviſions nor the 
reaſons of them, in the Judgment of our preſent 
Diſſenters, would ſeem conſiderable enough to 
deſerve ſo particular à notice, much leſs. ſuch 
ſevere reprehenſions, as the Apo ſtle beſtows up- 
on them. And yet he will . us, that they il 
are ſo far from being the effects of a commen- 
dable Zeal. for Gods glory or the Edification of 
bis Church, that they ſpring from a Carnal mind; , 
from ſuch an ignorance in the nature and no- 
3 ä : tion 


[le T1. 
ties Ohriſ ianity; a8 none but t Babes 2 chris 
could bè guilty of, none but ſuch. novices in 
his Doctrine as did not conſider, that what- 
ever their Teachers were, they were no more 
than Inſtruments, which God made uſe of to build 
them up in their r mob: holy Faith. : 
Thus it ſeems to be 
Drviſe ons, Envying an 3 of the Corinthians, 
took their riſe from their fond opinions concern- 
ing the excellencies of their Teachers; which 


made them entertain ſuch Heats and Animoſities 


againſt each other, as were the occaſions of their 


dividing into ſeveral Parties and Factions, tho 
thay: hed notas 10 1 wy e eee, 


II. I come now: in the ſecond place, to exa- 


min, how far the envying, and "rife, and divi- 
ſions of the Corinthians, may be urg d againſt 


our Brethren who have ſeparated from the Eſta- 


bliſh'd — 


rence: between them, which is this; 
that the Corinthians, however divided into Par- 
ties and F actions, had. not proceeded to a formal 
Schiſm, they ſtill maintain d Church Commu- 


nion with each other, when this Epiſtle was 
writ to them. (as is obſer d above.) But thoſe 
ation among * have not contain d 


of the ſep 


. THEMES 


plain ar pwr vie has, the | 


we 3 own, - had tha is one 


themſelves within theſe rl they have air 
ally made a Schiſm in the Church W and 
ſet up oppoſite Communions. 72 48 11H * 4 1 

Iis probable indeed that the! Curiurbian 

| might have done the ſame; had n not this adn 8 
nition of the Ap poſtls prevented it „and as this 
Epiſtle hinder ret their Separation from one ano- 
ther, (for ſome time at leaſt) ſo ought it to cure 
our preſent Separations, ſecing-iti was written for 
9 5 admonition andinftrucion;as welbastheirs. 
Tis eaſy to obſerve, tllat this difference will 
not be very favourable to our Diſſenters. If the 
guilt of the Corinthians was great, and the Divi- 
ſions among them of da 


agerous conſequence; 
how much more ſo are their groundleſs Separa- 
tions? if the Erving} Strißſe, and Diviſions of 
the Corinthians were marks of 'a carnal mind: 

our preſent Diſſenſions which have caus d Divi- 
fions and oppoſite Partys in the Kingdom, the 
Houſhold , the er of LOO n ens > liable 


| that ihoſs ** —— produe d the 
| of actual Schiſm, and theſe 'were ro brading 
in order s 5050 0269 10318 oi 
This d a iffevenioct being: vbſerd 'd'iibetween the 
Divilions * the ä —ꝛ— 
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05 ;won'treach the rig DI 
ſg arg (oll inforat'd;oandifelittibiacs 
wit hiiche atatiite ofiChriſtianttyritigles 
believe it unlawfull tojoynimwEammumndn Wm 
us „The it mont; Hayy ated theſe, nf far. 
then cliun e perſwade: their A tal us; 
ag far iatiti im a emanysmitaices; ascpoſitblyrheyt 
cin m order tothe leſſeningi (net men mint) | 
they cannot heal) the breacli between us; yet 
it will certainly bear hard upon 


other reafons>for their-Separation»#oin i, but 


purer Ordinances and better means:ofi Rdifica- 


tion. This is the caſe of great numbers of them; 


— —— whozplead'for; and practice 
bonal:Confarmity,; can ulledge- nothing elſe 
0 one defence: A eich 0 nainniesd offs 
Thoſe perfons may, according. to their own 
principtes i — the Eſtabliſſid Church 
without fd, che Corinthians could jbyn with 
one knuther withobt it; forigrpatef Edufication 
and taking more care of their Souls were as good : 
wiſions then? as they're: + ow 


arkbthey roof awlf attychave 


* N 
III 


Ml Tuch able 
low our Communibiztobe:lawkul; Anchg ir 


64 7 
fſenting Hrethrenz , and fram — memwon- 
clude, that as St Paul condemnsithe | 
_ Strifes:arid\Diviſionsof the Corauthions which 
had hat as yet causdanactuzl ep 25 
would much more ſaverely charge cgi of 
Schiſm upon tboſ©thatdivide fror bur Church, 
upon thefamepeotences-! n It webs 2 Seile 
1 ſhall not, at preſent, examin how juſtly the 
Diſſenters pretend to better means ↄf ¶dification 
 mtheir EE _ 
Church of England we may» ſaſely enough 
leave that to the — of the Senſible — 
of Mankind. But ſince they are fo very ſure that 
their Preachers are more edifyinę 7 
the eſtabliſhid-Church, let us e no grant: 
and' inquire whither this pretence: will be fu 
cient to juſtify their Separatio . 
The negative ſeens to bocvident,from what St 
Paul argues againſt-the.dividingCortrthians, in 
the beginning of this Epiſtle :-for if it be not 
lawfull 20 be puffed. — gy agdiuii another, 
to ſay I am Paul, becauſe he is endued with 
. more andigreater Gifts, I an of Apollo, becauiſc 
beis mars Eloquent &c. If we are to: look 
upon all theſe Teachers with their ſeveral ta- 
lents, as Inſtruments only in Gods hands, «a 
labourers only nnit ir bini andi our felves 25 God's 


AN — 16: the; 


WAIELET 1 God's buthendiy ate af mhing, ad 
e 44 {or in other; words, the Ediſication) 
mul come from God, then tis plain and evident; 
that we are to expect inereaſe 

from him, in the ufe f the and In 
ſtruments y ich he bath. appointed g and: not 


lities of 


one, in contempt, or to wake n er. ano- 
ther, muſh be in aſide as Carnał and Sinfull „and 


beilain aſi 
ye muſt with modeſty and hu 
| of the means God hath gi 
acer humbly look up — Gap the a 
gur Spiritual gifts, nor —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— quarrel with 


| why diſpenſations, or look out any other Teach» 
ers then ſuch as are of his appointment. 

T When therefore. es 2 . Church of 
ö — — 22 r ion and pro- 
; | — 4 
| — 

IP E probe ro bm.” 435 . Diſt 1 41 E | x06 
; be to divide the of ( or th 
„ae af greater Raifestzon, or the preference 
1 to oof Teachf above. recen if this be 


7 


e and, Edification 


from the . — of the Gifts and Abi. 
nts. Then our preferring 


4 * 


- arcibefibib ating 
ſuch-amo 


VV 0 
1 ng i Corinthians: for if he blatnes 
g7 bäiStrifs abu Dividi int Parties; 


Envym 


his roprehtafions would Nn we fate fer Nveré. 


galt a, init tis of ro * 


S 


that ave bleſſedb-Suyjour-does not forbid ir ſher 


froth better means of Edificatic 


drop it, and infiſt no lor zer upon litzthat they may 
| 9 the breach between us By g 


ly: aan Soparatio * Which artis Aele th their 
rte the moſt 


pernicious 1 and We Ey as Well argue, 


ag our: Brother when hep 


* 


Shibits all c,; 
andi opprobious Language towards him; 
as that St Pyu does not condemii Separation 


hecauſe he here only reprehends the begirinings 


of nt % 45 390 AGOL 10 e enoNatu3gtth ee 


Perhaps it may be ſaig , that this objection 


n, 18 'blit one of 
the many, which thefg whb-ſeparate'Fein the 


eſtabliſn d Church, Have to urge 41 their own 


vindication. To Which ye may anſwer; tliat if 
they be ſatisſy d it wori't bear the ſtreſs they lay 
upon it; if it bs no ſifficierit- ground for Separa⸗ 


tion, as I think it ſufficientiy evident tliat tis 


not, for the lenſtdiſag reemenk; det them holly 


rouhdleſs 
Sgrava e be fbally 


webe 
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andunneceflaty%A 
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plamiy und .honeftly. wich thein FNNarel un 
pag kelly thatsthey ought mot to pack 
them, or leave theitr:owmPaſtors-upon\ this a- 
—eounty'ibecauſe this dpretence will not aniithe 
leaſt juſtifſy their withdra wing the mſelves from 
the Eſtabliſſid Chur Hut if any of them will 
ſtill humour ignorant people, in their running 
after ſtrange Guides; for the ſake of greater 
Edification;: they [muſt be look da upονν as the 
main cau ſes and octaſions of the needleſs Schiſm, 
of all thoſe at leaſt, that give this as the reaſon 
of their leaving our Aſſemblies. Nor can they 
without ſuch a pla in declaration; free ihemſelves 

from the guilt of other mens / fins, in vthich they 
are partakers, whenſoever they wilfully . 
lead them. Andi tho Charity obl iges us always 
to think and hope then beſtoweſcanh yet: they 


muſt froh as) 3 


give us leave: ti Tay ypubat: 
ann aiſeidlesafteriithemi; when they ſttiem: . 
Fe Ste defend the Principles upon which 
they doit; andi yet will: not inform thaſe that 
1 upom their judgments, what are, or are not; 
tiflable ee, Ft do very meats 
y eſe mble'thoſe which St P 4 ſpeaks of, 2/0 


Evinwof aun eh NET gin whichaſooftediand 


{i varneſt cocyrinnents Beate and U Unity)yand 
bol Won | 3 1 
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may juſtly be ſuſpe& e uur Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, bus their awn belles, aud by good 
words and fair ſpeeches deceiving-the hearts of 
the /anple. But indeed, this pretence of greater 
Edification is ſo taking a bait, and, {bating only 

the immodeſty of it) ſo every Way plauſible, 
that we can hardly hope they will drop it; till 
they be touch d with more lively convictions of 
the — and danger of Separation, and a more a 
intereſted zeal for the glory of God and the g 
of his Church: for of all thoſe that are looſe and 
unſtable in matters of Church Communion, I 
believe far the greateſt. part are impos d upon 
by this ſpecious — perhaps the giving 
up this one plea, would put an end to many of 
their meetings for want of ſufficient numbers 
of Auditors to hear and maintain their Teachers. 
As to the Hearers, „ that joyn themſelves to 
ſeparate ongregations. One can hardly ſuſpe 
at firſt ſight, that We woke | 
inſtructed (which appears in too many —— 
indeed, but well meaning People) ſnould pro- 
ceed from any other cauſe than a commendable 
deſire of CES tbemſelues in Aumann 
io} Knowledge: and their. being willing 70 un⸗ 
Fand the way of God more penecthi than they 
think they can. do jn aur Aſſemblies. An en. 
eee to ſave theatſUres,: -by.a: more entire 
Knowledge 


wh 
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find; ow. it \ has ta Toutdetion apa nn 
and a Carnal mind, therthird ching to be 4 in 
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III. That Strifes und DiniGoas about 1 6 5 
and Spiritual Guides, proceed from nn en 
and aQGaroal mind... 


This is ſufficiently evident from t the Text and 5 


the words juſt before it, which pronounce the Co 
rinthiaus Carnal ama Babes in chriſi ſor this ve-. . 
ry reaſon. becauſe. they ſaid, bne, Lam of Par 
and another, 1am of Apollos, c. and the Rea+ 
ſon of this will plainly appear from corifidering 
what is ord the Carnal and 
in u Ax oed W e 
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Spiricual mind 


haas un Jour. N 


Ai nh ae fn e un 
mehds and enjoys its Pafifibra; Abd un the 


dbmrary, the rults bf the! Spirit are ſuid- bo be 
Lowe 24 Peace; anò rb ſuchiother Vortues as 
conſtituteè and aderrHrHe Chr iſtianliſe. That then 
is'a Carnal mibd3inhioh is under the power of 
Fleſhly, Senſual, Worldly , or corrupt Paſſions 
and Dif oſitions: and that a Spiritual one which 
is frees: a on and ig bnd er ht gratiousl In- 
fluences of the B anche Ne und in. 
clinations which that inſpirebit wic thach-as 
Love, jo, Pruct above mention d, which thoſe 
who: feparste ahęmhſtlves, without ed 
fave Aſn.) ven; 

en thiv"Preference? of Teachers 355 

the Separbeions pr xeedivg ftom it, fpring from 
Carhal Deſires and bring forth the Works of the 
 Flefti/=vis vent that: thoſt wh are g c 
them, (be their pretences what whey Will) are 
under che influences of a Carnal Mind. And in 
this caſs j. cho greater Edificat ion and a tender 
Regärd for their Salvation; be the things. pre- 
tenden yet tis much to beiulpected, that Igno- 


race: rde Wahn Lidornanda world: 
ly: Tem 1, e at h. bottom; an ſtros giy | 


mens enindse ibm ands Schiftns and Divifions:'and 
_ therefore nggoulbbotry beceffling und ene oe. 
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be well nifo Shad dent i 
_own hearts a8 / welllas the — rüdſuns 
they abt upon, deln ther he ſo fare aa d. 
vide from an Eſtabl iſn d Church leſt they unwa 
rilyt xun i tfemſebves intol the dreadful guilsrof 
fan Noym it hathibten already prov d, that 
there can be no ſuheientereaſqu fer Sepbarkudn, 
drawn from — Edificatian;; 
and therefore i a LR to the cauſes 
bee ee # og to ldi rt. 
1 . greet cauſe of: Diviſions 1 
upon aceount of the E y.of Teachers 2 r & 
2 Were ;Peopl _ 


erbetiersiacquiinted) with ithe | 
ds and ram defigns.o& Chriſtianity 51they : 
wan ldrinot:be-{s; eifity>Fofied 0; am y 4 with 
every. wind of Dactrine, on deceived. b the e 
wordt and fair eeches of Seducers. Tis be- 
cauſ=-bfitheir / Diſions ht: St: Hare in the 
verſes before tha Text, tells the athin 
e eee ee deed; it would 
be tmpoſſtble; were i Knowing | 
as they ſnould be, that the Body pf Cheilt ſhould 
be divided upon ſuch groundleis nretences as are 
made uſe of for that purpole,: Chriſt bay pray d 
with: great fervency, that: his Church: might be 
one; tis repreſented as one throu ughaut the whole 
Now, Tins are dg or Houſe, one 
* nen 0 N a. 
Church _ 
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people depart from this Unity, 


ſo very ſmall; that they 
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Church is an Article of our Credit; und yet 


With as little 
ſcruple, as if it were à meer indifferent 1 e 

whither they continu d in it 1 If we 
inquire what mighty Improvements they make, 
under theſe means of Edification, for the ſake 


of which they ſeparate themſelves from a ſound 


part of the Body of Chriſt, we ſhall find them 
may fi be Ren of 
the number of thoſe whom the Apoſtle: 


ee 


z Tim. 3. Jearing,atd never able to come to the knowledge 


Yoo" 


call themſelves Chriſtians. S 
fed look, odd geſtures, a dolefull tone, and 


of the truth: ſuch as, for the molt part, are meer 
Strangers to the fundamental Doctrins of the Go- 
ſpel, and cangive no tolerable account why they 
h as take a Anti 


ſome moving Expreſſions, with very little ſolid 
Sence and ſound Dòctrine at Bottom, ſor Edi- 


fying Preaching, and the Perſons that deliver 
ſuch u Diſcourſes and in ſuch a manner, for Hea- 
3 Men. Th. E ſuch as look upon the 


und dctrins about Gods De. 
crees;' [Jaftificativn, Reprobation; free Grace} &c. 


oddly.explain'd and apply d, as very Inſtructive 


and Soul- ſaving Preaching; and deſpiſe the Itate- 
ing and clearing the Doctrins of Morality ,--the 


import and „ of 5 fü eee, 
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rance is the Schere of their Pavorion 
them aſt to their ſeduei ing Gsdes, 7 
were they kat toferably well acqui ated. et 
the glerieus Ends of the Goſpel, and the Miflion 
of its Divine Author; they would ſoon 5 | 
that What ! in they ſo much value and eſteem as 


, would contribute little or 
Ko pra Debt, 1 N — ; 1 
ia 4 Pecu cop SE, TH. 2. 1% : i 
good ON: then they would learn 0 4 
beneide to thoſe that have tile Rule over 
them, for Conſcience fake, and modeſtly make 
uſe of their Aſſiſtance, to _ — * own 

hearty E rs, expecting 1˙ „ 
en eee, by the nicans which God 

th appointed, and promiſed to aflift with his 
Hegg, aba not ei following their own gid- 
dy fancies, and Beapiag 10 240 10 60 uch 
teachers as are not intruſtect with 
their Souls" I e wing vids 90 
anci in the Dodtrins of 
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Faults tog: thenthey take ſhelter in Separation, 
anden uch Allemnbliss 


erm . — grave 2 ſtribus, his Repre- 
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their then Grieyanges: and when not only their 
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Gianzok thg; GharabithwarttheinFangieszs but 
thegcare with; thedremembranemof their 
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2 mild: and gentle, and all the Exerciſe 


LFIEELC dal Function: ſuah ag becames 4 


ene Ares God, yet theſe 
dot ane Humqur and wrong Ap: 


prehęnff del an arragant Hearer, he may plead 


thervrakfior : 


Gars(!1 {Fil 
Wee eee uk Spirits o 


hab death fu hair 
; and 
EE b&:afialiptetences:to rat 
their hands qſunder, aud daſt amariibeir corus 
FUN hape vere roproaiſ, a taxing 
then wh mti i habit, end tirhinglupitheid 
Conſeiehee again ſtthem mays ſinti meh add to 


and ftaftantial; 


inne for hi Sepatntien and upon pre- 
tence o — Inſtruction, with on the 


Commsnion of the Church. There 
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I 
| \Thereiadi/fort of Prideitos, eee ne, 
in reckoning themſelves' in à betder Condition 
than their Neighbours, and leoi ibly 
upon them for ſitting don comentedly under 
meaner Ordinances, (as they callthem)when ach 
enjoy ſuch as are better and mort Spiviteat;) 
this they flatter themſelves with their tallivg 
greater care of their ſpiritual Condition then- 
others; and think they" have a right to ſay to 
them, come mot nur me Jam bolier ban Hes 
And theſe pleaſing Fahcies willi'fo far delude 
them, that let the Government and Conſtitution 
of the Church be perfectly agreeable to the De- 
cency — — in the — — 
and every way fitted ro fh buildleng 1 — 
in their moſi bo Faith; yet impatiene 
ſtraint, an uneaſineſs under Government, x a re 
proof that ſhall be interpreted an Affront, or a 
fancied advantage, ſhall drive a proud Pretender 
out of the Fold of Chriſt, into ſtrange, forbidden, 
and dangerous Paſtures. "And how dontrary is 
this behaviour to the Precepts of that I. 
Maſter, who bids us Jearn' of hum becauſe he. 
meek and low inhere, "hon furs och + 'em- 
per from that: meeknëſt and humility, which 
become the genuine Diſciples of ſuch'a Maſter 
and from a due ſubmiſſion to his A ppointments 
in 1a 6 e gon vt ba it, * 7750 oel 
We Neither 
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the. ai 
ofEdification; 5 ni no great. wonder 
il ha — are troubled em heap up 


Teacbers to themſelves, pod) N 5 ſuch as ma y 


be moſt gratefull to their Fancies. When this 

Humour prevails, it; makes People look upon 
Sermons as a piece of News or Entertainment, 
in which they are at liberty to pleaſe themſelves. 
They go indeed to ſome Rel igious Aſſemblies, 
(asit 45 Athenians came to St Paul Preaching,) 
out of meer curioſity, to hear ſomething new and 
and ſtrange. The end of hearing, viz. tlie learn- 


ing their Duty, is forgotten, and pleaſing them 


ſelxes ſet up in the; room of it. And that this 
is often the gaſe of ſuch as ſeparate from the 


Church for the ſake of greater Edification, 1 


evident from this: that the Perſons who are ſo 5 
ſolicitous about the beſt means of lultruckion, 
are generall A ho better (nay, tis 55 if they are 
not worſe) then their Neighbours. They are 
diligent Hearers, tis true; but are they as dili- 
125 Daers of the Word? they are.mov/d with 


the Zeal andfervency offtheir Teacl hers; but t. do 
s of this in their 


; 3 „ Lives 


ad 9 
leas'd 


TO bs ay ey Are pertet 

with, be e Haar " eee ö 
(as they love ta ſ perk) by this Teacher than an. 
Other z but Are t be * — er or . the n others 
al this w neyerthelels chey are very 


ſure tis fo, And be it weder 5 hf 
tradict Exp xerience? Indeed Men of this temp 
ſeem to ren Hearing their Duty, dr Pernes 
ſoche bit uſe Pgekr Ry or Which 
they geitner ute nor can be the! bettet; to be All 
they have to mind. They ſuppoſe their being, 
for the preſent, mov d with the Senſe of their 
Sins, is real Edifcation, tho they never think 
of Apply ing the Böctrines they hear, br the Paſ- 
ſions they ſtir up in them, to ie reforming ſuch 
vitious habits as haye gotten the Dominion over 
them. 9:0 BAS „Trogen ent en 
And 55 if Sepatdtion: from un ERabliſhs 
Church, upon pretence oft greuter Edifiestion, 
and the preference of Teachers, be 4 pre Rice 
that can by no means be Justify d: if it be ſo much 
more blameable than the Erivy ings 'and'Strifes, 
and Diviſions, of the CoriztÞiurs; by how much 
Rents and Schiſins in the Church of Chriſt, are 
worſe than Strife and Diviſions in it, without 
Schiſm; if it proceed from a Carnal: Mind, and 
want of true Chriſtian! Knowledge (tho gunded 
with the fair pretences: 'of a a more gerne 3 
an 
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l TS 1 
elende ef-the Sdhiſmitick 1 le Sev 5 
tion. If it owe its riſe to ſuchh fleſnh/ / Tufts as 
Pride and Pee viſimeſs; Curioſity cn 0 i 


aretheſe men fallen, wh rum into: the dreadful 


Enemy of Mankind muſt uſe more than com 
mon artifice 9 to decęi ve people in 

ion that they àre taking more * e 
their Salem these hen they are putting 
themſelves! gut of the ordinary way of Salva- 
tion, by cutting themſelves off from the Body 
of Qhriſt; elſe it would be impo 
could: think to grow in the Craces of che Spirit, 
aniong which are'reckond, Love, Peace, Hu- 
mility; and Charity, by ſuch Practices as are 
oppolite toy and deſtructive of, alb theſe, 


0 noqu Joof bus yoenidO0 bas 185% ftw . 


Which brings A re in, thotaſt FR 4 
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These are too e be particotarty ge 7 
or; and therefore T'ſhall content my felf with 
obſerving only two of the chief of then. 
. Then uch Diviſions are deſtuctive of 
LOR and Chia Charity;and! prod uce Strifs Cone 

Ded ö * ſion, 


"i 


Guilt of wounding and dividing the Body erk 
Chriſt upon this account? Certainly the great 


"T6 2s 15 5 

1 alieioiilleotiliwetchs ane! and 

EHntatyartiongimantind: i % i 

2: iAs nothing is mofr cüntnary <61the Witufe 
and Spirit of Chriſtianity, than Hatred and 
Contentians; ſo noth ing s more liel yd pro- 
ducchthleſa, than Schiſms and Dioiſidns. ) Nor 
ſeeing Religion is ldok d upnn as a matter f the 
utmoſt: importance, becauſe our Eternal: wel. 
fare lepends upon it; from hende it willneceſls 
wy: happen: 5 that thoſe who: differ i in their ſen 
timents about fit, will diſpntr vritii one another 
in order (as they charitably think) to reclaim 
their Brethren from their Errours, and bring 
them oer to the Truth; and the nfinitd\odtert 
ment of the thing in diſpute ute, together withia full 
perſwaſion, io both — parties, that 
they are each of them in the right, will certain. 
ly diſpoſe, them to maintain their own © 
with Zeal and Obſtinacy, and look upon thoſe 
who; wilhnet be eunvind Naben Arguments, 
as Enemies to Truth; : and hence commences 

| porpotpal emmity between them. But! befides 
the impartance of the thing it ſfelf-Diſputes/arp, 
upon anany;/atheraccounty ;; apt to wound Cha- 
rity; and ſet men at variance with one another: 
thus proyoking Language, Contempt of an Ad- 
verſary, and maintaining ebrriAflertions upon 
ge: FOND N _— nud ghee fe 3 
12 Med: 
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ions that cmmonly end Hatred and Ixil. 
Befides it often bappe bes that thecleſs th Diffe. 
e warmer 
are their Conteſts and the greaten their Animoſi: 
ties; thereaſonof which may perhaps de, becauſs 


men thinklat —— ane ſhould obſti: 


nately perſiſt in a Difference ariſing from meer 
trifles, aun ſupect the Sincerity of their Pretenſi 

ons that do ſo; and this:begets in them pn;Aver+ 
ſion to ſuch Perſons and Practices Bat however 
that bez this is evident and undeniable; that 

whatever be the Grounds of Diviſions; Envy inge 
and Quarrels will be the Conſequences of them 
Theſe Effects we af this Nation havs too fatally 
experienc il: and may the Divine Gondneſs pro: 
tet us from the Dangers! we haye cauſp to fear 
from the ſame Cauſes at preſent. 10 N n * : 
Ait be aids — Aiſmal Effects wont | 
folloiyi from ſuch Diviſionsas are nde for. the 


fake. of greater, Edification, Lanſwer, that the | | 


leſs the Cauſe of t them is, the more Unreaſonable 
muſt the Separation be thuughtz and the more 
Odions will "They cpgra r; wbo:cauſc,or pri 8 | 


or encourages it. An bend when Peaplehare 


once ſet up Fancy fur a Guido in the rom of a 
ſound Judgment, and a proud Affectatiog .of | 


fition, 


28 
fitlon, they will ſoon. find. or A re alin: 
fible pretences for their Separation becauſe they 
are willing to vikviriteriodg: AN Wits and 
Irene will be put upon the rack to ſearch 
Hand m upObjections ; till at laſt, What 
Ws only Tntonvenuent; call become ni 
and thus the wound ſhall be Iucurabla and the 
divided Parties ſet at ſo wide a diſtance from any 
Agreement, that they ſhall never meet without 
bidding Defiance to each other 
Thel are the uſual and natural Conſequences 
of ſuch Divifions!'' And who is there that camn-af: 
ſure himſelf, when he departs from the Eſta. 
bliſn d Church upon ſuch ſlighit Pretences, that he 
Mall not be one of thoſe}: Who turniChriſtianity 
into Rebellion, and Religion into Faction? who 
make tlie Pure and Peacable Doctrines of the 
Prince of Peace ſerve as Inſtruments of War and 
Slaughter; and under pretence of Reformation, 
turn their Native Country into u Field of Blood ; 
Theſe are no tflelancholy Dreams or groundleſs 
Surmizes; but what our Fathers have Seen and 
Felt, and we their Children have cauſe to Fear. 
For if every unreaſonable Suſpition of more Edi 
fying'Preaching/ muſt be a ſufficientiicauſe of 
Separation, one Schiſm will beget another, and 
Pes le will run from Sect to Sect ſo long, til 
the 13 caſt off all Religion beadb teal ear 
3.44 = £gi no 
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it ſelf will be h 


ega wr will be: dif! 
ferent from and oppoſite to all others, Thus 
the Body will be no more; for it will be all rent 
into loose and ſcatter d Limbs. The Church ; 
rougtit back; from a ſtate of Grace 
to a ſtate of Nature, an wil be well if em Ec 
prove one of Hobbes's making to. 
2. Another Dreadfull Conſequence of Sock 


groundleſs Divifions'is;, The Scandal and Preju- 


dice they bring: upon our Reli sion, and the Evi⸗ 
dence and Excellency. of it. MKianRin 

There are too many People of 5 Principles, 
and looſer Lives, in the world, who are willing 
to improve every the leaſt: Prejudice, and are 
fond of every trifling Cavil, that may tend to 


the Settling themſelves and others, in Tha Prin- 


ciples of Infidelity :. and ſuch:as theſe, Greedily 
catch at: the Diviſions among Chriſtians „ a8 4 
ſolid Objection againſt all, or the Chriſtian, | 

ligion; as they are! moſt diſpoſed! to ſet up for 
Deifts or Atheiſts Now tis ſufficiently! mani- 
fſt; that this is no real Obiectian againſt, the 
truth of our Religian; but an, the contrary, a 
ſtrong Confirmation of it For as much as all 
Parties are agreed in a firm Aſſent to the main 


Foundations of it And tis one of the Prophecies 


of the New eee ee there ſhould. be 
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Efencttiond Drees G lr fete ich 
Hath hereby had ts on lotion. Nay⸗ farther, 
fuch Divifiohs afford us a certain Argument oe 
the Purity and uncorruptneſs of thoſe Hoy 
Books, upon whofe Authority we build our 
Faith; becauſe: thei many different-Pibties'and 
_ Intereſts, 6Ethoſe!thathave: profeſſetſ it, make it 
Morally Impoſtible;! that ever they ſhould: all 
agree to the Corruption or Alteration of them. 
* But notwithſtandiug this, the many Divi- 
fions among us; and theſe concerning ſmall and 
trifling Matters, give"Obcaftor to the/e: that de 
ere Occaſion, to queſtion and deny our Holy Re- 
ligion, and Suſpect that we our ſelves domot!be- 
Hob the. Truth of it; when they ſee us making 
fo flight, of the Precepts of Peace and Buy, 
which it ſo Frequently and Earneftly'Recom- 
mends to us. They will day 3 
ny Sects and Plidtiow amongdriſtiane thattheir 
Religion) is at beſt but a very Uncertaii thing, 
ſeeing they thernſelves are ſo little àgreed about 
it. They wil tell us, they do not know which to 
Apply themſelves to, or Joyn themſelves with, 
among ſo many Pretenders 5 true-way: of 
Worſhip: That? tis ſafer to acquieſde an the Di- 
ctates of Natural Reaſon, if which all agree, 
than take up a Religion about which even its 
"Og ate 10 much at e And. A 
| ; tne 
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Argue, that Mankind were ſafer and quieter 


without it; that it cannot be ſo Heavenly ana- 


ſitutinn; or o e its heing to ſo Divine an Author 


28 ib pretends d: and therefere bis Reaſohablte 


to think it no more that a politick Deviſe of 
crafty States. Men and Prieſts that find their ends 
in it. HiIbeſe are the Objections, vchich wicked 
Men draw from hf Diviſions and the Miſchicts 
attending them, againſt our Religion; and I 
know nothing, ſaving only the ill, Lives of its 
Profeſſors, that can be urg d againſt it With a 
reel of Reaſon. And how Shallow:ſo- 
ever, ſuch Obiectiona may appear to thte zudg 
ment of Considering and Unprejudie d Men; 
yet they are of Weight with thei Unthinking 
3 And Lam apt 
to beleive i dit was upon this Froſpect, that aun 
Bleſſed Saviqur] in that Pathetical Prayer hie 
he offers up for bis Hiſeiples: hut this migli be. 
mr Boob father zueng om, adds. theie 
Remarkable: Words, :as'the:Reafori of his Petr: 
tion for #he Unity of thoſe that ſhtouid/believe: | 


on him, viz Thal the world ee belepve. * 1 
agi that. Uh, „, 


bis Rather bad-fent him. a 
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g Lord had then bad ibis View" che Ob Qions 
that would be Framed, and the Prejudices thit 
would be Taken, by Libertines and Ungodly 
Men; from the Diviſions:ofhis pv) ag 
the Truth and Reality of his Miſfion, and the 
Religion he ſhould eſtabliſh. Ott on ii Arg: 
And now if this be the natural e 
of cauſleſs Separations, to. wit: the hardeni 
Irreligious Men in their Infidelity; and cauſing 
the Name of God and Chriſt to he blaſpemed 
among Unbelievers; how heavy will the guilt of 
them lye upon ſuch as Cauſe, and ſuch as Joyn, 
in them. When the confirtmiy og the Enemiesof 
the Goſpel in their pernicious M ays, ſhall, in a 
great Meaſure, be laid to 5 charge of ſuch 
Heady and High. minded Separatiſts, and they 
de found partakers: in doch haibous fin of other 
men? Aud certaihly; if there could nothing 
elſe be laid to the c arge of Schiſm and Sep 
ration, beſides the Strifes and Quarrels they {tir 
up, and the Confuſions the y prodube, to the De- 
ſtruction of Peace and Charity: Aud che Handle 
they afford Profane Men, to xejelt and ſeoff at 
that Holy Religion we Profeſs, ad; blaſpheme 


that Sacred Name by-which. Oar Gall If 


there were o other 111-Goalequences of them, 
thaw theſe; N r ang more) yet theſe 
certainly 


9 1 v3 7 A ” ; 7 | % «i 2 

4 mY Fra 5 A . > ES 1 +4. 
* 2 « . . 2 5 

1 . 7 


hw . n ine 8 
plainly finfull) than any, or all the pretences 7 
theſe that lis A „could poſſibjij /; 
d to . e — 
ing to conſider, that ſuch 1 -ghoudded Rezſon 
(and ſuch too, as never were, nor can be, clear- - 
ly made out; ) as greater Edification and purer 
- Ordinances, ſhould be Opposd to, and Over- 
ballance ſuch Preſſing Exhortations, as we meet 
with, almoſt in every Book of the New Teſt a 
ment. That they ſhould be able to Enervate _Þ 
and Defeat ſuch Strangly Moving, and Paſſio- 1 
nate Exhortations as theſe, F i be Poſſible, as l 
much as lieth in you; le eaceably with all unn. 
men. If there be any Conſolation in 5 Oh „„ 
ay comfort of Love , if any Fellowſhip of the ” 1 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies: Fu rem 72 
9, that ye be lite mindad „ Having the * Phil. 2. 
Love, Fob of one Accord, of one Min. 
If fuch forcible and affectionate Motives and 
Intreaties as theſe, from the Mouth of an Apo- 
ſtle, looſe their Effect upon the minds of Per- 
verſe and Obſtinate men: We, certainly, cannot 
hope to Prevail with them any other way, than 
by offering up our * moſt Ardent and Hearty . 
Fenin e Ty 
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